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THE FOLLOWING IS A REPEAT OF AMEMBASSY LISBON 4207 
ACTION TO SECSTATE INFO LOURENCO MARQUES LUANDA 
MADRID LONDON PARIS USCINCEUR DIA OPORTO PONTA 
DELGADA 30 SEPTEMBER 1974. QUOTE: 
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SUB J : SITREP 7: ANALYSIS OF SPINOLA RESIGNATION SPEECH 
REF: LISBON 4193 

1. IN SOMBER TONES, PRESIDENT SPINOLA DENOUNCED THE EMERGENCE 
OF A GENERALIZED CLIMATE OF ANARCHY IN WHICH INEVITABLE CRISIS 
AND CHAOS EMERGE TO CONTRADICT THE IDEALS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
MOVEMENT. RATHER THAN BETRAY THE PORTUGUESE PEOPLE, FOR WHOM 
"NEW FORMS OF SERVITUDE UNDER THE BANNER OF A FALSE LIBERTY" 

ARE BEING PREPARED, HE THEREFORE HAS CHOSEN TO RESIGN. 

2. SPINOLA SAID HIS POSITION STEMS FROM HIS TOTAL ADHERENCE, 

FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, WITH A SINCERETY WHICH NOBODY DARES TO 
DOUBT, TO THE IDEALS OF THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT. THIS IDENTIFICA- 
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WITH THE AFM AND ITS PROGRAM GIVES HIM UNDENIABLE AUTHORITY TO 
CONCLUDE THAT THE CURRENT GRAVE SITUATION HAS ARISEN PRECISELY 
BECAUSE THE PROGRAM S IDEALS HAVE BEEN SET ASIDE. THE EVIDENCE 
SHOWS THAT THE AFM'S PROGRAM HAS BEEN EVOLVING WITHIN A POLITICAL 
FRAMEWORK WHICH IS TENDING, ULTIMATELY, TO THE PROGRAM S 
NEUTRALIZATION. SPINOLA WILL NOT AND CANNOT PARTICIPATE IN 
THIS PROCESS. 

3. THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLES DEMONSTRATE HOW THE AFM'S PROGRAM 
HAS GONE AWRY: 

A) OVERSEAS POLICY - WAS TO RESULT IN ATTAINING PEACEFUL 
RELATIONS AMONG ALL PORTUGUESE, OF ALL RACES AND BELIEFS; A 
POLICY WHICH HAS BEEN TWISTED BY THE DELIBERATE USE OF 
MEANS WHICH ARE ANTI-DEMOCRATIC AND INJURIOUS TO THE TRUE 
INTERESTS OF THE AFRICAN POPULATIONS; 

B) DOMESTIC POLITICAL HARMONY - WHILE THE DECLARED HEADS 
OF A FEW PARTIES APPEAL FOR GOOD SENSE, THEIR RESPECTIVE 
MINIONS BY MEANS OF THE INFORMATION MEDIA MOUNT A 
CAMPAIGN OF PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE AGAINST THEIR OPPONENTS; 

C) FUNDAMENTAL SOCIAL CHANGES TO BE LEFT FOR THE CONSIDERA- 
TION OF DEMOCRATICALLY CHOSEN INSTITUTIONS - GIVEN THE 
PREVAILING CLIMATE OF ABSENCE OF LAW, THIS PRINCIPLE 

HAS BEEN MENACED, IF NOT COMPLETELY COMPROMISED, BY 
BASIC CHANGES THAT HAVE BEEN TRANSPIRING DAILY; 

D) NO INTERNAL CONVULSIONS - INSTEAD OF ENJOYING TRANQUILITY, 
PORTUGUESE LIFE HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY LABOR DISPUTES 
AND INCREASING ECONOMIC INSTABILITY. 

4. FOR ALL OF THIS, RESPONSIBILITY MUST BE LAID AT THE FEET 

OF "POLITICAL GROUPS WHOSE IDEOLOGICAL NATURE IS OFFENSIVE 
TO THE MOST BASIC CONCEPT OF LIBERTY IN FLAGRANT CONTRADICTION 
TO THE SPIRIT OF APRIL 25". 

5. ALTHOUGH THE PRESIDENT FINDS IT TOTALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO 
CONSTRUCT GENUINE DEMOCRACY GIVEN THE PREVAILING CLIMATE, 

HE CONCLUDED WITH AN APPEAL TO ALL PORTUGUESE TO MAINTAIN 
"SERENE SPIRITS", KEEP THE PEACE, AND HAVE CONFIDENCE 

IN DEMOCRACY'S GREAT ARM - THE FORCE OF THE SECRET BALLOT. 

6. COMMENT: FACT THAT SPINOLA WAS PERMITTED TO MAKE A 
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SWAN SONG ROASTING THE POLITICAL OPPONENTS HE LEAVES 
BEHIND IN POWER STRENGTHENS OUR BELIEF THAT THE DECISION 
TO RESIGN WAS HIS. EVENTS HAD CONSPIRED TO DIMINISH HIM 
AND TO LEAVE HIM WITH A DISTINCTLY MINORITY GRASP ON 
POWER HAD HE ELECTED TO STAY. SINCE WE JUDGE THAT 
AT BASIS OF RECENT CRISIS WAS HIS INABILITY TO 
SHARE POWER EVEN WHEN HE HAD MAJOR SHARE, PROSPECT 
OF CONTINUING IN OFFICE WITH REDUCED PROSPECTS OF 
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REGAINING EVEN FORMER POWER POSITION WAS APPARENTLY 
UNACCEPTABLE TO HIM. WHILE THERE AS YET NO 
INDICATIONS OF HIS FUTURE PLANS, HIS CLOSING 
REFERENCE TO SECRET BALLOT MAY BE HINT THAT HE 
MIGHT NOW, THROUGH ELECTORAL PROCESS, SEEK POWER 
THAT HAS SO FAR ELUDED HIM. 

SCOTT 

UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TOSEC 89, PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS, SPEECHES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 SEP 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CollinPO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE215661 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: 0:LMATTESON:RAM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740275-1027 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 974091 /aaaaaara. tel 

Line Count: 124 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: LISBON 4193 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: CollinPO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02 MAY 2002 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <06 MAR 2003 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SITREP 7: ANALYSIS OF SPINOLA RESIGNATION SPEECH 
TAGS: PINS, MILL PO, (SPINOLA) 

To: USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



